Vertebral body tumor biopsy: An expanded role of endobronchial ultrasound-guided transbronchial needle aspiration.
Endobronchial ultrasound has become routinely utilized to improve sampling of mediastinal and hilar lymph nodes in the evaluation of suspected lung cancer. In addition, unconventional uses of this technology have also been occasionally reported, such as to drain a bronchogenic cyst. We present a case where endobronchial ultrasonography allowed for a safe approach to the biopsy of a vertebral body tumor. The case further illustrates how this technology may allow the bronchoscopist to diagnose metastatic disease, which may not reside within the lung or be directly attached to the main airways.